A Better World Project
Project Description:  You have been given a chance to make a difference in the world.  Choose something you would like to change, make us understand why it is a problem, show us a solution, and convince us to join your cause for change.

Required for each student: Research a problem and write a problem-solution essay.
Persuade your audience using three different methods:
· Compose and recite a persuasive speech
· Create an ad campaign 
· Film a public service commercial
Research Paper:  (Required for each student)

Choose a problem that is interesting and significant.   

Research the problem using at least three reliable sources. Create a bibliography.  

Write a one to two page paper about your topic. Provide strong evidence to explain the problem: propose a logical and ethical solution; and call your audience to action.   

Use proper grammar and punctuation. 

Forms of Presentation: (Each student is required complete each of the following projects)

· Persuasive Speech: Speak from memory or use two 3 X 5 inch note cards. 

Give a three to five minute persuasive speech to your classmates. 

Use an attention-getting opening, a logical organization, and a memorable closing.

Speak loudly, clearly, and with emotion.   Look at your audience.  Maintain poise.

· Poster, Slogan, and Song:  All three parts must be presented to the class.

Create an18”x 20” colored poster with words and pictures. Artwork must consist of pictures drawn and colored by hand or in a computer program, or photographs taken by the student.   Slogan must be original, short, and memorable.

The song must have at least six original lines written by the student.  

ALL WORK MUST BE ORIGINAL—DO NOT DOWNLOAD ANYTHING FROM THE COMPUTER.

· Public Service Commercial: Film, edit, and present a 30 to 60 second PSA.  

Create an interesting commercial that persuades your audience by telling a story.  Create a storyboard as an outline for your commercial: include sketches of shots and dialogue.  Film your commercial, edit it, upload it and show it to the class.
Problem-Solution Essay Checklist
	
	No
0
	Yes
1

	TOPIC
	

	· Is the topic significant and interesting?
	
	

	· Is the problem something that can be realistically solved?
	
	

	RESEARCH
	

	· Have you researched your topic?
	
	

	· Name two sources you used (remember to make a bibliography)

________________________________       ________________________________
	
	

	· Do you use facts and details to prove your point?
	
	

	 ORGANIZATION
	

	· Does your introduction grab our attention, tell us the topic, and preview the structure of the paper?
	
	

	· Is your problem clearly stated with details in logical order?
	
	

	· Have you used transitions for new paragraphs?
	
	

	· Have you offered a clear solution to the problem?
	
	

	· What do you want your readers to do? __________________________________________
	
	

	· Is your conclusion memorable?
	
	

	VOICE, WORD CHOICE, FLUENCY
	

	· Have you used strategies to make your reader care about the problem?
	
	

	· Do your words create vivid images?
	
	

	· Have you used a variety of sentence structures that flow smoothly?
	
	

	CONVENTIONS
	

	· Are all your words spelled correctly?
	
	

	· Have you indented each new paragraph?
	
	

	· Have you punctuated everything correctly?
	
	

	· Have you corrected all fragments and run-on sentences?
	
	


Persuasive Speech Checklist
	  
	No
0
	Yes
1

	TOPIC
	

	· Is the topic significant and interesting?
	
	

	· Is the problem something that can be realistically solved?
	
	

	INTRODUCTION
	

	· Does your introduction grab our attention and make us want to listen? 
	
	

	· Do tell us the topic, and preview your main points?
	
	

	· Do you establish your position on the problem clearly?
	
	

	 BODY
	

	· Does the body of your speech follow an organized pattern?
	
	

	· Do you use transitions for new ideas?
	
	

	· Have you offered a clear solution to the problem?
	
	

	· Do you use valid arguments, emotional, logical, and ethical appeals?
	
	

	· Do you use strong evidence to support your position?
	
	

	CONCLUSION
	

	· Did you summarize the main points?
	
	

	· Do you have a direct call to action?
	
	

	· Is there a memorable closing statement?
	
	

	DELIVERY
	

	· Can you speak using only note cards?
	
	

	· Are you speaking loudly and clearly?
	
	

	· Are you looking at your audience?
	
	

	· Are you poised and using natural movements and facial expressions?
	
	

	· Are you able speaking with enthusiasm and commitment to your topic?
	
	


Persuasive Ad Campaign Checklist
	
	No
0
	Yes
1

	AUDIENCE RESPONSE
	

	· Who is your target audience
	
	

	· What do you want then to feel when they see and hear your ad campaign?
	
	

	· What do you want them to do when they see and hear your ad campaign?
	
	

	POSTER LAYOUT AND DESIGN
	

	· Do your pictures and text grab our attention? 
	
	

	· Do your pictures and text relate to your purpose easy to understand?
	
	

	· Are all your pictures your own creations? 

     Name the type of picture you created?  Example: Drawing, Photograph

    ___________________________________________
	
	

	· Have you used 18” by 20” paper?
	
	

	· Have you filled the entire area of your poster?
	

	· Can everything on the poster be easily viewed from six feet away?
	
	

	· Is everything neat and clean?
	
	

	· Is everything spelled correctly?
	
	

	SONG
	

	· Have you written at least six original lines?
	
	

	· Does your song persuade your audience to your position?
	
	

	· Have you sung, rapped, or chanted your song to class?
	
	

	 SLOGAN
	

	· Is your slogan easy to remember?
	
	

	· Does your slogan make your message clear?
	
	

	· Have you spelled everything correctly?
	
	


Public Service Announcement Checklist
	
	No
0
	Yes
1

	AUDIENCE RESPONSE
	

	· Who is your target audience
	
	

	· What do you want then to feel when they see your PSA?
	
	

	· What do you want them to do when they see your PSA?
	
	

	STORYBOARD 
	

	· Have you mapped out your PSA in on a storyboard?
	
	

	· Have you sketched pictures of each shot?
	
	

	· Have you written the dialogue or voice over?
	
	

	PLOT
	

	· How will you present your problem in film?
	
	

	· Have you used persuasive techniques in your PSA?
	
	

	· Does your PSA encourage a specific solution?
	
	

	 PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS
	

	· Do you have students who will act in your PSA?
	
	

	· How will you film your PSA?
	
	

	· How will you edit your PSA?
	
	

	· How will you upload your PSA so the class can see it?
	
	

	MECHANICS
	

	· Are all your shots in focus?
	
	

	· Have you checked the background in your shots?
	
	

	· Can we see your actors clearly?
	
	

	· Can we clearly hear everything that is said?
	
	

	· Does your PSA run between 30 and 60 seconds?
	
	


Problem-Solution Essay Grading Rubric
	
	1
	2
	3 
	4

	Topic: The topic is an interesting and significant problem that can be logically solved by people.
	Missing two or more requirements
	Missing a requirement
	Meets all requirements
	Great topic that makes people care deeply.

	Research: 

Reliable facts and details used as support.   Sources are cited properly in the bibliography.
	Unreliable facts and sources not cited.
	Missing one or two requirements
	Meets all requirements 
	Accurate, interesting and properly cited facts illuminate topic.

	Organization:  

Attention grabbing opening

Details of the problem presented in logical order

Transitions are used

Clear solution proposed

Strong call to action

Memorable conclusion
	Organization makes it difficult for the reader to understand what the author is saying
	Missing one or two requirements
	Meets all requirements
	Sophisticated organization engages the reader throughout the essay. 

	Voice, Word Choice, and Sentence Fluency:

Writing strategies show commitment to the topic.

Precise words paint vivid 

Images for the reader.

Varied sentence structures make the essay smoothly.
	Sentences do not flow smoothly, word choice do not create images, commitment seems weak 
	Missing one or two requirements
	Meets all requirements
	Essay is elegantly written with a strong and compelling manner.

	Conventions: 
Words spelled correctly

Paragraphs indented

Everything properly punctuated.

Complete sentences
	Many errors make the essay difficult to read.
	Several errors
	One or two errors
	Grammar, spelling, punctuation, all mechanics are perfect.


Rubric Grades: 
Points Earned
A= 20 - 18

200- 185 points

B= 17 – 14

180 -160 points

C= 13 – 10

155- 140 points

D = 9 - 5

135- 120 points

F = 1 - 4

115 – 10 points

Comments:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Persuasive Speech Grading Rubric
	
	1
	2
	3 
	4

	Topic: The topic is an interesting and significant problem that can be logically solved by people.
	Missing two or more requirements
	Missing a requirement
	Meets all requirements
	Great topic that makes people care deeply.

	Introduction:

Attention grabbing opening

Previews the topic

Establishes position on topic
	Missing two or more requirements
	Missing a requirement
	Meets all requirements
	Opening made people want to listen and learn more

	Body: 

Well-organized facts and details support the position.

Clear, logical solution to the problem offered. 

Valid arguments, and emotional, logical, and ethical appeals.

Transitions signal new section or idea.
	The speech was not well organized or supported.   Solution unclear or illogical.  Persuasion is limited or missing.
	Missing one or two requirements
	Meets all requirements 
	Sophisticated, well-organized evidence, and strong persuasive techniques bring the audience new understanding.

	Conclusion:  

Summary of main points

Strong call to action

Memorable conclusion
	Speech just ends without meeting the requirements
	Missing one requirements
	Meets all requirements
	The conclusion was lively and exciting.  The audience knows what to do and wants to do it.

	Delivery:

Note cards only

Spoke loudly and clearly

Maintained eye contact

Remained poised

Used natural movements and facial expressions
	Difficult to hear or uncomfortable for the audience to watch
	Missing one or two requirements
	Meets all requirements
	Confident delivery in a natural and poised manner engaged the listeners.


Rubric

Grades: 

A= 20 - 18


B= 17 – 14


C= 13 – 10


D= 9 - 5


F =1 - 4


Comments:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ad Campaign Grading Rubric
	
	1
	2
	3 
	4

	Audience:  

Identify your audience

Purpose is clear

Appeal to emotions

Appeal to action


	The intended audience is not clear, or the campaign is offensive
	Meets one requirement
	Meets two requirements
	The audience is easily identified, and the campaign creates a strong appropriate response.

	Poster Layout/Design:
Pictures relate to topic and grab attention

All artwork is original 

18” x 20” paper filled with graphics and text

Easy to read and see

Correct spelling

Neat and clean
	Missing more than two requirements or did not create own artwork
	Missing one or two requirement
	Meets all requirements
	Beautifully executed poster that is visually, and emotionally compelling 

	Song:

Six original lines

Persuasive elements

Performed for class
	Missing two elements
	Missing one requirements
	Meets all requirements 
	Memorable song that makes a point and sticks in the listener’s head.

	Slogan:
Easy to remember

Makes the message clear

Spelled correctly
	Missing two requirements
	Missing one requirements
	Meets all requirements
	People repeat the slogan all day and understand the message


Rubric Grades: 

A= 16 - 14


B= 13 – 10


C=  9 – 6


D=  5 - 3


F =  1 - 2


Comments:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PSA Grading Rubric
	
	1
	2
	3 
	4

	Audience:  

Identify your audience

Purpose is clear

Appeal to emotions

Appeal to action


	The intended audience is not clear, or the PSA is offensive
	Meets one requirement
	Meets two requirements
	The audience is easily identified, and the ad creates a strong appropriate response.

	Storyboard:
PSA has a beginning, middle, and end.

Each shot sketched

Dialogue or voice over written
	Sketches are not distinct. Dialogue or voice over is incomplete
	Missing a requirement
	Meets all requirements
	Storyboard is so detailed that anyone could film the PSA

	Plot: 

Problem is clearly presented.

PSA offers a logical solution. 

Valid arguments, and emotional, logical, and ethical appeals.
	The problem not clear.   Solution unclear or illogical.  Persuasion is limited or missing.
	Missing one or two requirements
	Meets all requirements 
	Sophisticated, commercial, and strong persuasive techniques stir the audience to action.

	Practical Considerations:  

Actors know lines

PSA is filmed, edited, and uploaded for class viewing
	Missing more than one requirement
	Missing one requirements
	Meets all requirements
	Everyone worked together and produced a beautiful commercial

	Mechanics:

Shots are in focus

Backgrounds are clean

Actors can be seen and heard

Total running time is     30 to 60 seconds
	Difficult to hear or uncomfortable for the audience to watch
	Missing one or two requirements
	Meets all requirements
	Confident delivery in a natural and poised manner engaged the listeners.


Rubric Grades: 

A= 20 - 18


B= 17 – 13


C= 12 – 9


D= 8 - 5


F =1 - 4


Comments:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
